
TOP 3 REASONS Why You Should Engage Engage In Family History Endeavors: Is 
Genealogy Truly the Second Most Popular Hobby in the US and Internationally? 
 
Why is Genealogy one of the most popular hobbies in the world? The statistics are sometimes impressive 

but can be misleading with more to this story.  Family history research is the second-most popular hobby in 

the United States, according to articles in TIME and USA TODAY by author and former LA Times 

columnist Gregory Rodriguez.  Click here for these details. How did genealogy get to be so popular?  

Consider this rationale.  Genealogy research as a hobby has been growing in popularity with the advent of 

the latest computer technology developments along with DNA tests like 23andme, Ancestry, MyHeritage 

and others have advanced the popularity with more information readily available and more accessible 

through the Internet.  But according to Excell, searches to the state digital archives have increased 23% 

between March 2020 and March 2021.  True, COVID-19 may have attributed and effected these statistics 

because of massive isolation in society during this awful pandemic.  However, statistics are not always the 

best bench mark for assessing Family History’s popularity.  Here is an interesting article entitled:  Is 

Genealogy a Popular Hobby?  (Stats, info and Comparison) that presents a variety of viewpoints.  To 

purse this article further, click here for a lot of statistics along with insightful information and comparisons 

with other hobbies.  Just how popular is genealogy internationally?  For more insight even 

though this posting is 10 years old, click here.  
 

   
 

Closing Comments: 

 
Regardless of statistics, below are the “Top 3 Reasons Why You Should Do Your Family 

History” regardless of your cultural, social, family, political and/or religious affiliations. 

Unfortunately, history tends to repeat itself over time with many atrocities such as wars 

taking place.  For an  assessment of the 32 present-day wars with estimated casualties 

occurring, click here.  But let’s focus now in on a more positive note where you can first 

improve your own individual family situation, so you can make a difference for not only for 

yourself but for also later for your extended family as well through family history endeavors 

which can result in the following attributes that can also actively have positive results to 

future generations as well. 

1. Connect with Your Roots: Genealogy allows you to forge a deep connection with 
your ancestral heritage. Exploring your family's history provides insights into the lives, 
challenges, and triumphs of those who came before you. This knowledge can help 
you understand your own identity and the forces that shaped your family's journey 
through time. 
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https://blogs.ancestry.com/cm/genealogy-second-most-popular-hobby-us/#:~:text=Family%20history%20research%20is%20the,did%20genealogy%20get%20so%20popular%3F
https://genealogypals.com/is-genealogy-a-popular-hobby-stats-info-and-comparison/
https://www.gouldgenealogy.com/2013/12/just-how-popular-is-genealogy/
https://wisevoter.com/country-rankings/countries-currently-at-war/#:~:text=Countries%20such%20as%20Afghanistan%2C%20Central,in%20significant%20violence%20and%20unrest.


2. Preserve Family Stories: Every family has unique stories that contribute to its rich 
tapestry. Engaging in genealogy helps preserve these stories for future generations. 
By documenting oral histories, collecting old photographs, and uncovering forgotten 
documents, you ensure that the memories and experiences of your ancestors are 
passed down, fostering a sense of continuity and shared identity. 

3. Discover Personal Identity: Genealogy often uncovers surprises and connections 
you might not have anticipated. Unraveling the branches of your family tree can lead 
to unexpected discoveries, such as distant relatives, cultural traditions, or even 
connections to historical events. These revelations can add depth and color to your 
personal narrative, offering a broader understanding of your place in history. 

 

 

 

   

 



   

 


