Whooping Cranes

The Whooping Crane is the common name for the larger of the two North American species of crane, Grus americana, standing nearly 5 feet high, with an average wingspan of 7.5 feet.  Adult males weigh about 16.5 pounds.

The resounding call that gives the bird its name is amplified by its long trachea, coiled like a French horn inside its sternum.  Its plumage is white, with black wing tips; an area of naked skin on the head is bright red.  These cranes feed mostly on small animals such as snakes and frogs.

